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CRESCENT DIAGNOSTICS ANNOUNCES START OF FRAN CLINIC AL STUDY  

 

 
 
Limerick, Ireland ( March 8, 2007) Crescent Diagnostics Ltd, a revolutionary developer of the Bone 
Quality Test, BQTTM announced today the start of the Fracture Risk Assessment Nail Correlation Study, 
FRAN.  
 
 The primary objective of this multi-centre, international study is to determine the sensitivity and 
specificity of the BQT™. FRAN will test the theory that the BQT™ can discriminate between women 
who have suffered an adulthood fracture and age-matched control participants who have never had a 
fracture in adulthood. 
 

This study, to be carried out during 2007 will enrol 370 patients in four centres in Ireland and UK. 
Fingernail clipping samples will be sent to Crescent's lab in Ireland for testing. 
 
“We look forward to using this data to improve our understanding of this novel biomarker.” Said Ernest 
Poku, CEO, Crescent Diagnostics. 
 
Osteoporosis is a major disease that affects 1 in 2 women during their lifetime. Osteoporosis is a major 
public health issue for more than 28 million Americans, 80% of whom are women. In the UK, 
osteoporosis affects 1 in 3 women and 1 in 12 men over 50.   Treating fractures costs 31.7 billion Euros 
in Europe each year. Treatments for diseases like cancer can decrease bone quality leading to 
osteoporosis. Most patients today are only diagnosed after the first fracture; this is expensive as late 
diagnosis complicates treatment.  
 
About Crescent Diagnostics: 

Crescent Diagnostics is redefining the diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis by developing a novel 
biomarker based on assessing human fingernail structure as a surrogate marker for bone structure. A 
bone quality marker could be a simpler, more accurate way of assessing bone fracture risk than current 
methods. Crescent Diagnostics is based in Limerick, Ireland and London, UK. For more information visit 
www.crescentds.com 

About Bone Quality Test, BQT TM: 

The Bone Quality Test is a Raman spectroscopic analysis performed on the nail insitu or on a nail 
clipping. The results are highly repeatable and the test can be delivered at the point of care cost 
effectively. The BQTTM addresses the need for more accurate osteoporosis testing to reduce fractures 
in the community which costs billions of dollars worldwide annually. 
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